2009 August 1st
It was simply sensational.

The Oceania Weightlifting Institute accommodation at night The Institute training halls

Well, it did hapen. In New Caledonia, mAugust ¥, 2009, the new buildingpecifically constructed to cater for the
Oceania Weightlifting Institute programas well ashousethe Oceania and Commonwealth headquarterspffiag@lly
opened byonsieur Philippe Goneg President of the New Caledonia Government , Monsieur Eric Gay Mayor of the
City of Mont Dore and H.E. Marcus Steph@&mesident of the Republic of NauruddPresident of the Oceania
Weightlifting Federation.

* s The relocation of the Oceania InstituteNew Caledonia originated in
2007, after a number of meetings between the New Caledonia Ministe
for Sport, Le Comitd érritorial Olympique et Sportif (CTOS) Mr.

Ronald Frere the Presidentiéw CaledoniaWeightlifting, theNC

2011 Pacific Game®rganizirg Committegand the OWF General
Secretary , Paul Coffa, who created lthgtitute program back in 2002

in Sigatoka, Fiji. At the conclusion of these meetings, it was decided
to relocate the Institute program and=gbruary 2008, the Institute
programcommenced in New Caledonia . Temporary facilities were
made available until the Institute building was completed.

It took almost 12 months to complete the new facility and on
y o Saturday, T August, it was officially opened250 guests attended
(The cutting of the ribbon at the main entrance by Monsieur - @mongst them included Heads of State and Government
Pierre Frogier, Deputy of the Republic of France, Monsieur Ministers of the different Pacific Island nations, local government
Phillip Gomez, Presient of New CaledonisGovernment,the  Officials including Monsieur Pierre Frogier, Deputy of the
Mr Ma Wenguang, IWF General Secretary, His Excellency Republic of France and President of the South Province, Monsieur
Marcus Stephen OWF President, Monsieur Ronal Frere Maurice Pongghe former Minister for Sport of New Caledonia
OWF Vice President, and the Mayor of the City of and now Member of the European Governmehg current Minister
Mont Dore Monsieur Eric Gay.) for Sport for New Caleonia , the President and Board members

of the Le ComitéTérritorial Olympique et Sportif CTOS) the
President an8oard memberf the NC 2011 Pacific Gam&rganizing CommitteetheSecretary General
and the CEO of the Pacific Games Council phesy other distinguished guests

ThelWF weightlifting personalities who traveled to New Caledofoathis specialoccasionwereMr. Ma Wenguang
theGener al Secretary of the | WF and Pr esi dentofChifa, hish e
personal secretary Ms. Wang Yan avtvas the Competition Manager for weightlifting at the Beijing Olympics. Mr.
Sam Coffa, the Vice President of the IWF, Mr. Nicu Vlad also Vice President of the IWF, the President of the
European Weightlting Federation, Dr. Antonio Urso, many times world champion Mr. Blagoi Blagoev, Mr. Matthev
Curtain, London 2012 Weightlifting Competition Manager, and Ms. Reiko Chinen from Japan representing the 201
Tokyo Bid.



Two great friends, Hs Excellency Marcus Stephen with Sam Coffa. The unveiling of the plaque.

Mr. Ma Wenguang was extremel impressed and stated that thstitute is unique in its operation in the world of
weightlifting, is a concept of great forward thinking, and ieadel that other continents should try to emulate. In the
same manner the European President, Dr. Antonio Wvss,equally impressed and he believes that a regional concep
such as this will not only develop weightlifters in the region but also pratimetgport of weightlifting in a professional
manner

N The main training hall has 18 platforms . The hall prepared fo Opening Ceremony.

The Institute facilies includes a main training hall with 18 platforms, a second training hall which includes 10
platforms plus general weight training equipment, changing facilities for men and womenjmeigms, doping
control room, offices, and reception area. Theoaumodation area includes twelve rooms witksaite facilities
catering for 24 athletes, a large dining room, television room, kitchen facilities, utilities room, meeting rauffircasd
for the Gceania and Commonwealtieadquarters

It is interestiy that already quite mumber ofcountries outside of the
Oceania region have expressed interest in training at the Institute here
in New Caledonia.

Finally what a great achievement and what a greatltayppening
ceremony wador MonsieurRonald Frergthe President of New
Caledonia Weightlifting , OWF Vice President and Executive Board
Menmber of the IWE

He was ableto see this dream come true in New Caledonia within a
short period of time. An institute buildinghich is unique in this part
of theworld, in fact unique at continental level for the sport of
weightlifting. On behalf of th©ceania Weightlifting Federation

Dr.Urso is talking to Mr Pierre Frogier, Deputy of the Republicand the Commonwealth Weightlifting Federation, we acknowledge
of France and President of the South Provinctogetherwith Ronal dds t r e me n dcdaontlatiortothehspod.i a s m
Reiko Chinen and Paul Coffa.

You are welcome to visit the IWF website www.iwf.net It carries a very good story on the institute and many photos.
Also it is interesting thahe Institute Opening made thesports newsf the Chinese Olympic Committee website on the
following link http://en.olympic.cn/news/sports_news/2@#05/1852840.html

Photos courtesy of Mrs Tulia Frere, Jamie Coffa, Dr Antonio Urso, Ms Reiko Chinen and Ms Wang Yan.

Paul Coffa MBE,
OWE General Secretary



http://www.iwf.net/
http://en.olympic.cn/news/sports_news/2009-08-05/1852840.html

*

Many weightlifting personalities were amongst the guests. Here The IWF General Secretaryand Paul Coffa enjoying the view

we have Matthew Curtain, Blagoi Blagoevand Reiko Chinen. of New Caledonia.
His Excellency, Marcus Stephen, makes a speech during the Monsieur Phillip Gomez, and Monsieur Eric Gay,
Opening Ceremonywith Ronald Frere translating in French. hold their recognition awards.
Ronal Frere welcomes H.E .MarcusStephen on his arrivalto the Institute. VIP guests waiting for the opening speech.

Dr. Antonio Urso, President of the EWF, pregnts a gift to the EWF President, Dr. Antonio Urso with IWF Vice Presidents Nicu

President of the New Caledonia Government, Monsieur Philippe Gomez Vlad and Sam Coffa. Also sitting is Mrs. Cristina Vlad.



